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Subject:    Central Bellevue Segment 
    17-102696 LY 
 
Reference Permit:  16-132354 GD 
 
Location:   11804 NE 12th Street 
 

EXPANDED EXEMPT WORK HOURS 
 

SOUND TRANSIT REQUEST 
 
Long Span Aerial Guideway Over I-405 From NE 6th Street to 1116th Ave NE: Sound 
Transit requests approval of expanded exempt hours of operation for construction 
activities in this area, for a period of 24 months. For work anticipated to occur in 10-hour  
to 12-hour shifts, varying in timing across the 24-hour day based on site access as 
arranged with WSDOT and the City of Bellevue, Sound Transit proposes a maximum 
noise level of 78 dBA Leq(h) (Equivalent Sound Level over one hour) during expanded 
exempt hours.  
 
Across NE 8th Street Along BNSF Railroad: Sound Transit requests approval of 
expanded exempt hours of operation for construction activities in this area, for a period 
of 1 month. For work anticipated to occur in 10-hour  to 12-hour shifts, varying in timing 
across the 24-hour day based on site access as arranged with WSDOT and the City of 
Bellevue, Sound Transit proposes a maximum noise level of 58 dBA Leq(h) during 
expanded exempt hours. 
 

CITY FINDINGS 
 
Staff has completed its review of Sound Transit’s request for extended construction 
noise hours for the Central Bellevue Segment of East Link.  In support of this review, 
Sound Transit submitted a report titled “Contract E335 Final Expanded Exempt Hours of 
Construction Noise Study,” dated December 10, 2016, prepared by HJH.  This noise 
study presents the predicted effects of expanded exempt hours of construction activities 
at the following identified noise sensitive receivers: 
 

• The Bravern Condominiums at 688 110th Avenue NE 
 

• The Coast Bellevue Hotel at 625 116th Avenue NE 
 

• The Abella Condominiums at 300 110th Avenue NE 
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Staff review confirms that the noise study for the expanded exempt hours for 
Construction Noise conforms to industry standards and complies with best practices 
for evaluation of the potential construction noise levels.  Section 5 of City of Bellevue 
Resolution No. 8903 related to Sound Transit’s East Link light rail project authorizing 
execution of the Amended and Restated Umbrella Memorandum of Understanding 
between the City of Bellevue and Sound Transit for the East Link Project (Amended 
and Restated MOU) contains language related to noise mitigation measures. In all 
cases Sound Transit’s noise mitigation plans for the construction of East Link are 
required to be equal to or better than applicable precedent established in Seattle under 
DR 3- 2009 and previously issued construction noise variances for Major Public 
Projects, to the extent permissible by law. This specifically includes, without limitation, 
standards for installation of permanent and temporary sound walls, limits for interior 
sound levels measured from the inside of buildings, requirements for noise control and 
monitoring plans, requirements for compliance with noise variance and other related 
permit requirements, and requirements for community outreach. 
 
Due to the extremely close proximity of night construction activities to the Bellevue Coast 
Hotel, staff requested additional information from Sound Transit regarding construction 
equipment, construction sequencing, and public outreach with this sensitive noise 
receiver.  Sound Transit submitted a memo detailing a list of anticipated construction 
equipment and construction sequencing.  The memo also states that communication with 
Bellevue Coast Hotel representatives date back to final design when Sound Transit 
requested rights of entry (ROE) to perform field work on their property.  Sound Transit 
Real Property met with the hotel in acquiring ROEs while Community Outreach 
coordinated with hotel staff to provide notification and coordination of this effort. The 
conditions below will provide city authority to require Sound Transit to work with its 
contractor and the Bellevue Coast Hotel if noise complaints are generated. 
   
The proposed limits of 78 dBA and 58 dBA Hourly Leq are generally consistent with 
limits allowed on previous Sound Transit projects in the City of Seattle and the City of 
Bellevue.  Sound Transit has provided a chart as Attachment C titled “ST E335 – 
Comparison of Predicted Mitigated Noise Level/Variance Limits,” which compares 
proposed noise level limits under this application to those approved at the Seattle 
Northgate Link Maple Leaf Portal and Seattle University of Washington Station. 
 
The following conditions are intended to mitigate for expected nighttime noise created 
by construction activities in the Central Bellevue Segment of East Link. 
 

1. During the expanded exempt hours of construction, the Contractor will be 
required to implement mitigation. All of the mitigation techniques listed are in line 
with industry standards and best practices. Required noise control measures 
include the following: 
 

• Noise generating stationary equipment will be partially enclosed 

• Vehicle back-up alarms will be switched to broadband back-up alarms during 
any expanded exempt hours 
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• Spoil haul trucks to have beds lined with sound deadening material 

• Concrete crushers or pavement saws will be used instead of hoe rams.  

• Pneumatic tools will have intake and exhaust mufflers. 

• All construction equipment should be of recent manufacture and have 
effective noise suppression design. 

• Storage bins and chutes will be lined with sound deadening material. All 
internal combustion engines to have mufflers or other shielding.  

• Noisier equipment and activities should be located as far as possible from the 
noise sensitive locations. 

• Minimize noisier operation during most noise sensitive hours.  

 
2. Sound Transit or its agent shall establish a 24 hour construction hotline to 

provide a single point of contact for construction inquiries and complaints per the 
terms included in your permit submittal.  Complaints received by Code 
Compliance during daytime work hours and City of Bellevue Police during 
evening hours will be directed back to the 24 hour hotline.  The City of Bellevue 
and Sound Transit will maintain logs of complaint activity and that information will 
be shared between agencies. Sound Transit or its agent shall address these 
noise complaints and implement appropriate measures to resolve these 
complaints. 
 

3. A plan for public outreach shall be undertaken by Sound Transit public outreach 
staff.  Once the permit is issued, Sound Transit will be responsible for 
implementing the plan and a pro-active program of notification and 
communication identified in the permit application including, but not limited to, an 
"informational" public meeting attended by both agencies and construction 
contractor a minimum of 30 days prior to the start of any heavy civil construction 
covered by this permit, early written notice of construction activities, hosting 
public meetings, and communicating with businesses in the vicinity. Sound 
Transit’s contractor will be required to participate in public outreach activities and 
meetings as appropriate during construction. 
 

4. A minimum of 14 calendar days prior to the commencement of the construction 
activity related to this request, Sound Transit or its agent shall provide public 
notice to the City of Bellevue and properties within 1,000 feet of the long span 
aerial segment and the intersection of NE 8th Street and BNSF railroad.  The 
form of the communication shall be developed by consensus between the two 
agencies. 
 

5. A copy of the public notice described in condition number 4 shall be provided to 
the Development Services Department at least 14 calendar days in advance of 
proposed construction outside the normal exempt construction noise hours. 
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6. Sound Transit or its agent shall be responsible to establish a Noise and Vibration 

Control Plan per the terms listed in Section 1.06 of the Contract Specifications 
submitted as part of this extended work hour request.  The Noise and Vibration 
Control Plan shall be submitted to the City of Bellevue Development Services 
Department for review and approval prior to initiating expanded exempt hour 
construction noise activities. 
 

7. Sound Transit or its agent shall be responsible for implementing the Construction 
Methods for Operations and Construction Methods for Noise Abatement 
Measures identified in Sections 3.04 and 3.05 of the Contract Specifications 
submitted as part of this permit request. 
 

8. Sound Transit or its agent shall be responsible to implement the Noise and 
Vibration Measurement Procedures identified in Section 3.06 of the Contract 
Specifications submitted as part of this extended work hour request. 
 

9. Expanded exempt hour project sound levels shall not exceed the proposed limits 
of: 
 

• 78 dBA Leq(h) to construct the long span over I-405 to 116th Avenue NE, 
and 

 

• 58 dBA Leq(h) to construct the aerial guideway over NE 8th Street. 
 

These numbers are based on predicted expanded exempt hour noise levels 
with on-site mitigation deployed. 
 

10. If noise levels are determined to be above the respective thresholds defined in 
number 9, Sound Transit will require the contractor to cease the associated 
noise-generating activity immediately. Such exceedance may result in a review 
or modification of the conditions imposed by this approval. 

 
11. Sound Transit or its agent shall be required to obtain approval from the City of 

Bellevue Right of Way Use (ROW) Division for expanded exempt hour 
construction activities that impact the ROW outside the scope of this approval 
such as haul routes and staging activities which have been identified in your 
ROW Use Permit. 
 

12. This approval of expanded exempt hours shall expire: 
 

• 24 months from the commencement of expanded exempt hour 
construction for the construction of the long span over I-405 to 116th 
Avenue NE, and 
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• 1 month from the commencement of expanded exempt hour construction 
to construct the aerial guideway over NE 8th Street. 

 
13. The City of Bellevue or its agent shall conduct a one year review of noise levels 

and mitigation and may modify the terms and conditions of this approval as 
needed if it is determined that the current approval and current conditions are not 
adequately protecting the public health and safety or reasonably controlling or 
mitigation the construction noise, or that there are more reasonable methods of 
doing so based on best management practices. 
 

14. A copy of this authorization shall be kept available at the job site. 
 

The conditions established by this permit approval are based on the nature and merits 
of the request, staff review, and third party peer review.  Any change of scope of work or 
environmental conditions may require review or modification of the conditions contained 
herein. 
  
Section 1.06 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 1.07 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 3.04 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 3.05 of the Contract Specifications 
Section 3.06 of the Contract Specifications 
 






























